Green Connections LITE Program Application
Watershed Agricultural Council
Program Overview
Green Connections Lite supports structured exchanges between groups of upstate/downstate students and is available to any 4-12th grade teacher or non-formal educator working wholly or partially within the NYC Watershed or the 5 boroughs of New York City. Over 9.5 million New Yorkers depend on the forests and suburban and rural communities of the upstate NYC Watershed to supply and protect their drinking water. The goal of Green Connections is to “meaningfully connect students from NYC and the NYC Watershed through personal communication and shared experiences with the world-famous NYC water supply system from forest to tap.” Facilitating exchanges between upstate and downstate students provides a unique opportunity for students to grow academically, social-emotionally and civically by fostering mutual understanding of each other, each other’s ways of life, and the contrasting, yet interconnected environments and communities in which they live.
1. Teacher Partners: Fill in your information below as either an Upstate or Downstate Teacher. If you already have a Teacher Partner, please provide their name and school as well.  If you are requesting a Teacher Partner, please share your preferences in terms of grade level and subject area.
	Upstate Watershed Teacher

Name:

School:

Participating grade & subject:

Preferred form of contact (check all that apply):

□ Phone call □ Text □ Email □ Video chat

Preferred time to communicate (check all that apply):

□ During school □ After school □ Evening □ Weekend

Specific time (optional): 

Contact info:

· Phone:

· Email:

· WhatsApp, etc.:


	Downstate NYC Teacher

Name:

School:

Participating grade & subject:

Preferred form of contact (check all that apply):

□ Phone call □ Text □ Email □ Video chat

Preferred time to communicate (check all that apply):

□ During school □ After school □ Evening □ Weekend

Specific time (optional): 

Contact info:

· Phone:

· Email:

· WhatsApp, etc.:




2. Student Exchanges: How and what your students exchange can vary widely. You may want to guide the exchanges or let them be largely student-driven. Answer the prompts below to start brainstorming what your students’ exchanges might entail: 
A. CONTENT: What aspects of the built and natural environment, especially forests and water resources, might your students explore?

B. CONTENT: What aspects of their communities, cultures, languages and lifestyles might your students explore?

C. Do you want to generate and exchange DATA? If so, what kind (e.g. tree/forest measurements, biodiversity, water quality, energy use, water use, recycling, composting, demographics [age, years gone to school/lived in country, countries of origin, ethnic backgrounds, etc.])

D. To facilitate student relationship building, do you want students to communicate personally 1-on-1, in small groups, as a whole class, or some combination of these? Will you make personal communication mandatory or optional for your students?

E. FORMAT: What type(s) of WRITTEN content would you like your students to develop and exchange? For example, personal letters, class newsletters, blogs, survey questions/responses, narrative stories, etc.

F. FORMAT: What type(s) of VISUAL content would you like your students to develop and exchange? For example, drawings, leaf etchings, bark rubbings, maps, photographs, collages, murals, slideshows, videos tours, interviews, etc.

G. FORMAT: What type(s) of other SENSORY content would you like your students to develop and exchange? For example: natural objects like stones, dried plants, etc., cultural objects like take out menus, souvenirs, postcards, locally produced materials, etc., sound recordings, interesting things to smell, etc. 

H. FORMAT: What type(s) of TECHNOLOGY would you like your students to use as part of their exchanges? For example, live video chatting, video recordings, blog sites, social media technology, Padlet, etc.

3. Timeframe: You are expected complete a minimum of 2 exchanges (1 “exchange” entails sending and responding to one another’s’ content). They can take place within a semester or across an entire school year.  Briefly describe the anticipated timeframe for your exchanges by listing the months during which you plan to complete each exchange. 
4. Expenses: WAC will reimburse up to $500 total for your Green Connections Lite partnership. In other words, each teacher may receive up to $250. At this time, what might be some of your projected costs? 

· Mailing costs (e.g. postage, boxes, etc.)

· Exchange content creation (e.g. art supplies, food samples, data collection equipment, flash drive, etc.) Please describe:

· Other (Please describe):
5. Program Expectations: Please check the boxes next to each statement below to indicate that you understand and agree to adhere to the program expectations if your application is approved: 
[   ] 1. I UNDERSTAND THAT I AM EXPECTED TO COMPLETE 2 STUDENT EXCHANGES DURING THE UPCOMING/CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR. 

[   ] 2. I UNDERSTAND THAT I AM REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN REGULAR (AT LEAST MONTHLY) COMMUNICATION WITH MY TEACHER PARTNER AND WAC STAFF IN ORDER TO SUCCESSFULLY COORDINATE STUDENT EXCHANGES. 
[   ] 3. I UNDERSTAND THAT I AM REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A W-9 TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER FORM AND PROVIDE PAID RECEIPTS FOR ELIGIBLE EXPENSES IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING REIMBURSEMENT.  (Note: The W-9 form DOES NOT need to be submitted with this application.)
Please return the completed application by e-mail or fax to:
Tyler Van Fleet, East of Hudson Forestry Program Coordinator, or

Brittany Schenck, Forestry Program Executive Assistant and West of Hudson Educator

Watershed Agricultural Council

33195 State Highway 10, Walton, NY 13856

Email: education@nycwatershed.org
Phone: (607) 865-7790 ext. 101
Fax: (607) 865-4932

The Green Connections Program is a program of the Watershed Agricultural Council with support from the New York City Department of Environmental Protection and the USDA Forest Service. 
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